Conventions and Abbreviations

Format of catalogue entries
The

 entries mostly consist of two or three paragraphs, the first containing name, source and distribution data, the second the description (for accepted species and subspecies) and the third any relevant comments. The data in the first and second are given in a standard order, with each main item preceded by an abbreviation in bold type. The commentary paragraphs are preceded by a ‘bullet’ (*).
Name and distribution data for genera:
Genus name, abbreviat​ed authority and literature citation.

Etymology.

Basionym if applicable, with data as for accepted name.

Type species.
Synonyms.

Distribution to country level (2-letter codes; see list)

Literature.
Name data for species and subspecies

Record no. The unique 5-digit record number of the entry in the lexicon database.

Species name, abbreviated authority, year and place of publication (see explanation below).

Basionym, if applicable, with its record number and reference.

Type: country code, state, department or province, locality, altitude, other details, date of collection, collector(s), number, acronym of herbarium where deposited.

Distribution (if known range extends beyond the country or state of origin of the type).
Authority abbreviations (pages 14—16)

Names of sole authors are abbreviated (if necessary)’to a maximum of five letters (no full-stop), joint authors to a maximum of 11, including a ‘+‘ between them; if the citation includes more than two authors, the normal abbreviation of the first author only is given, followed by ‘+’ Accents and diacritical signs are not used.

References (for book and journal abbreviations see pages 17—19)
Scope. Normally only the first place of (valid) publication is given, but supplementary references may be given if they are an important source of data.
Content. Year of publication, followed by a journal or book acronym or abbreviation, volume and / or issue number (if any), page number (or ‘[unpag]') and plate or fig. number(s) or ‘illus’ to indicated the article is illustrated; when part of a volume, the issue number may be indicated in brackets ‘( )‘ immediately after the volume number.
Punctuation. Year and place of publication are separated by a slash (‘I’); volume/part numbers are followed by a colon (‘:‘) then the page number(s); if there is no volume number, book abbreviations are followed by the page number (no comma).

.
	Name and Type data 

Article 8 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature defines various categories of ‘types’. Abbreviations for these used in NCL are listed below along with other abbreviations and symbols used in NCL entries. For the acronyms of herbaria where types are deposited, readers are referred to Index Herbariorum.
The name-data for non-recognized taxa (names in italic type) are normally followed by an arrow symbol ‘→ ‘ meaning ‘referred to’ or ‘synonym of’ (see note on treatment of synonyms on p. 2). ‘The symbol ‘≡ ‘is occasionally used to indicate ‘equivalent to’ or ‘the same as’, and (for provisionally recognized taxa (bold italic type)) the symbol ‘≈’ to mean ‘perhaps referable to’
B

basionym
≡
equivalent (name)
Distr
distribution
®
name best abandoned
ET
epitype
(
outlawed name
Etym
etymology
→
referred to
holo. 
Holotype
x
hybrid
Illus
illustration(s)*
iso.
Isotype
lecto.
lectotype
LT
Lectotype

Lit
literature
nd

not designated
neo.
neotype
np 
not preserved
NT
neotype
nx 
not extant
para.
paratype
ST
syntypes
Syn
synonym(s)
T

type/typification
TL
type locality
*
Only for references to important illustration(s) not in the NCL Atlas
	Descriptions (Descr.).

In genera with subdivisions, descriptions of species are preceded by the number of the relevant subdivision, in ‘[ ]’ (bold type if this also relates to the arrangement of the illustrations in the Atlas volume, and the species is illustrated there). Abbreviations for the component parts of the plants are listed below.
abr/bbr branch types 1
anth
anthers

ar
areoles

ax
axils~

bo
body/habit

br
branches (stems)

csp
central spine(s)

fil
filaments

fl

flower(s)

flar
flower-areoles2
flb
flowerbud(s)

flg
flowering
flgar
flowering areoles

fr

fruit

gl

glochids

gsp/glsp
  areolar glands or gland-spines

hilum
hilum

hmr
hilum micropylar region

hyp
hypanthium3
itep
inner tepals

lv

leaves
ms
mucilage sheath

nc
nectar chamber

otep
outer tepals

pc
pericarpel -

pe
pericarp4
per
perianth

pg

pollen-grains
pulp
fruit pulp 
r

root(s), rootstock

rem
perianth remnant

ri

ribs

rsp
radial spines
sc

scales

sd

seed(s)
seg
segment(s)

sp

spines
sta
stamens
sti

stigma(s)/lobes

stipe
basal stem

sty
style

tep
tepal(s)
testa
testa, seedcoat

tr

trunk

tub
tubercles
1.
Used where branches are dimorphic (of two types);

2.
Abbreviations may be compounded, as here and in ‘brseg’ (branch-segments), ‘pcsc’ (pericarpel-scales) etc

3.
lie part of the receptacle-tube above the pericarpel;

4.
Here used for the rind of the fruit.

Measurements
Unless otherwise stated, measurements are of 
length, or length
x
breadth or diameter (Ø).

>
more than

<>
up to or more than

<
up to, less than’

±
more or less

Ø

diameter -

x

by, as in long x broad



Distribution:
Country Codes

The two-letter codes mostly follow the International Standards Organization (1SO) list. Names of other countries are given in full.
	AN Netherlands Antilles
	GT Guatemala
	TT Trinidad & Tobago
	

	AR Argentina
	GY Guyana
	US United States
	

	BO Bolivia
	HN Honduras
	UY Uruguay
	

	BR Brazil
	HT Haiti
	VE Venezuela
	dept.
Departamento

	BS Bahamas
	JM Jamaica
	VG British Virgin Isls.
	mpio
Municipio

	BZ Belize
	KY Cayman Islands
	VI
US Virgin Islands
	prov.
Provincia

	CA Canada
	MX Mexico
	WI Lesser Antilles
	

	CL Chile
	NI Nicaragua
	XC from cultivation
	cuIt.
cultivated

	CO Colombia
	PA Panama
	
	

	CR Costa Rica
	PE Peru
	
	

	CU Cuba
	PR Puerto Ricè
	
	

	DO Dominican Republic
	PY Paraguay
	
	

	EC Ecuador
	SR Suriname
	
	

	GF French Guiana
	5V El Salvador
	
	


Coordinates of latitude and longitude may be given thus: 28°S, or (when more precise) thus: 16:125/56:20W or 6:41:25.55/76:18:17.5W.

